THE SCHOOL OF THE SOLDIER
AND THE JOURNALIST
"TN Prussia/' I said, "even though we disliked
JLdrill, military service was so attractive that,
long after it was done with, the reddest of social-
ists would, over his beer, love to recall the vanished
joys of youth in the army. But you, as I learned
from one of your letters, when you were a soldier
were fearfully patriotic, being in this matter far
more ardent than any German socialist I have
known ever was in peace-time. Instead of railing
at your officers, as did every other Italian private
in those days, you expressed a wish to be a
thoroughly good soldier. Was it a matter of
personal pride, or did you wish to do yourself
credit as a socialist ?"
"Both reasons were at work," he rejoined. "In
truth I was a model soldier. I never felt that
there was any conflict between my military duties
and my socialism. Why should not a good soldier
be also a fighter in the class war? It is true that
even to-day the Italians are very critical of their
officers. That makes the latter mind their p's and
q's. Besides, a man must learn to obey before he,
can command/'
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